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Return to Hanging Rock
LAUNCESTON Players are
back with another stellar
show, and this time the icon-
ic Picnic at Hanging Rock is
set to enthral theater-goers.

This much-loved
Australian story follows a
group of school girls and
teachers from Appleyard
College who, on Valentine's
Day 1900, go on a picnic at
the scenic geological forma-
tion Hanging Rock.

By theendof theday, some
of them have disappeared,
never to be seen again.

Joan Lindsay's novel and
the subsequent movie di-
rected by Peter Weir have
become part of Australian
legend thanks to their mys-
tery, touch of the supernat-
ural and juxtaposition of
Victorian schoolgirls and the
Australian bush.

Taking this work to the
stage has been a labour of
love for the Launcestion
Players, who have been
running continuously since
1926, making them one of
the country's oldest thea-
tre companies.

This will be the Launces-
tonpremiere of TomWright's

2016 theatrical adaptation
and will be running at the
Earl Arts Centre from Sep-
tember 13-22.

The performance will also
mark a return for director
Peter Hammond, who has a

long history of working with
the Players in a relationship
that goes back to the 1980s.

President Grahame Foster
said it's the combination of
local talent, passion for the
work and Hammond's vision

that ensure this production is
one not tomiss.

"This is a great opportunity
for the audience to see a new
take on this classic work," Mr
Foster said.

"The play is a totally dif-

ferent representation of the
story, and is another power-
ful performance that we're
thrilled to bring to Launces-
ton," he said.

The play begins in mod-
ern-day Melbourne and

follows five schoolgirls retell-
ing the events of that fateful
Valentine's Day.

These five actors embody
all the characters, shifting
between characterisations,
places and time periods
throughout theperformance.

Director Peter Hammond
said this retellingoffers anew
lens to view a work that is
firmly a part of the Australian
literary canon.

"In this presentation we
witness an exciting unveiling
of irreconcilable concepts of
time and space," he said.

"Without giving away too
much of the plot, the play
poses can the past be in
the present."

Adding to the tension
is the intimacy of the Earl
Arts Centre whose layout
means theatre-goers will
be kept on the edge of their
seats throughout its 85-min-
ute showing.

"It's an intimate space
where the audience is up-
close and can feel exactly
what's happening on stage,"
Mr Foster said.

For ticket information and
further details visit launces-
tonplayers.com.

STAR PERFORMANCE: Director Peter Hammond discusses plans with stage manager Laura Eastley and Launceston
Players secretary Linda Madill ahead of their performance of Picnic at Hanging Rock. Picture: Supplied
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